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ABSTRACT

The rapid advancement of digital technology has reshaped the global educational landscape, yet its adoption
within Islamic education remains complex due to the unique emphasis on character cultivation and spiritual values.
This study analyzes the integration of digital technology in Islamic education with a focus on how it enhances learning
outcomes while preserving religious values. As education increasingly shifts towards digital platforms, Islamic
education faces both opportunities and challenges in adopting modern tools without compromising its spiritual
essence. This study employed a qualitative research design, utilizing semi-structured interviews with teachers,
administrators, and students, alongside classroom observations and document analysis at madrasahs, pesantren, and
Islamic universities. Participants were selected through purposive sampling to provide information-rich insights into
technological implementation. The findings show that digital technology can facilitate interactive learning, expand
access to educational resources, and improve students’engagement. At the same time, it is crucial to safeguard Islamic
values by carefully selecting and designing digital content that aligns with ethical and religious principles. Specific
findings indicate that while gamification and multimedia tools improve comprehension in challenging subjects like
Arabic grammar and figh, students face challenges such as digital distractions and exposure to unverified religious
claims. The study highlights that when appropriately implemented, digital technology strengthens academic
achievement and supports students’ holistic development in accordance with Islamic teachings. To ensure success,
institutions must implement "Islamic digital citizenship" modules and curate online systems to maintain moral
integrity. This integration serves as a strategic step in ensuring that Islamic education remains relevant, effective,
and value-driven in the digital era.

Keywords: Digital Technology, Islamic Education, Learning Outcomes, Religious Values, E-learning Platforms,
Islamic Digital Citizenship.
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INTRODUCTION

The rapid development of digital technology has significantly transformed the landscape of
education globally. From primary schools to universities, educators are increasingly relying on
digital tools to facilitate learning, improve access to knowledge, and enhance communication.!
While digital technology offers clear advantages, it also raises critical questions about its impact
on values, traditions, and cultural identity, especially within Islamic education, which seeks to
balance modern proficiency with spiritual heritage.?

Islamic education is distinct because it not only concerns knowledge transmission (ta'lim)
but also the cultivation of character (¢a 'dib) and spiritual values.® Unlike secular systems that often
focus on cognitive outcomes, Islamic education integrates knowledge with faith, morality, and
practice. This research is anchored in the Grand Theory of Islamic Educational Philosophy, as
formulated by Al-Ghazali, which posits that the ultimate goal of education is the purification of
the soul and cultivation of akhlaq (morality).* This study aligns with the TPACK (Technological
Pedagogical Content Knowledge) framework, emphasizing that effective integration requires a
synergy between technology, pedagogy, and religious content knowledge,> ensuring that digital
tools like Tafsir or Hadith databases maintain their sacred essence.

Furthermore, the Middle-Range Theory of Connectivism helps us understand how digital
networks can foster collaborative learning within the Ummah,® grounded in ethical foundations.’
These networks reflect Vygotsky’s Social Constructivism, where students construct knowledge
through digital interactions and shared religious discourse.?

In recent years, the adoption of digital technologies—such as online platforms, mobile
applications, and virtual classrooms—has accelerated, particularly after the COVID-19 pandemic.
While digital solutions ensured continuity, they also raised the risk of moral distraction. Previous
studies have examined these dynamics: Mudiono (2025) explored the transformation of Islamic
management in the digital era,” while Shalehah et al. (2025) discussed the reconstruction of
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of Islamic Education 3, no. 1 (2025): 5-7.

4 Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, “The Concept of Moral Education in Imam Al-Ghazali’s Thought as Presented in Ihya’
‘Ulum al-Din,” dalam Proceeding of International Conference on Islamic Education (ICIE), 2025, 120-122.

5> Mishra dan Matthew J. Koehler, “Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge: A Framework for Teacher
Knowledge,” Teachers College Record 108, no. 6 (2006): 1017—1054.

¢ Ahmad Zaki, “The Digital Ummah: Islamic Religious Education as Pathway to Moral Integrity in a Connected
World,” Al-Muallim: Journal of Islamic Education 6, no. 2 (2024): 210-212.

7 George Siemens, “Connectivism: A Learning Theory for the Digital Age,” International Journal of Instructional
Technology and Distance Learning 2, no. 1 (Januari 2005).

8 Lev Vygotsky, Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological Processes (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1978).

® Ahmad Mudiono, “Digitalizing Islamic Education Management in the Industry 5.0 Era,” Jurnal Manajemen
Pendidikan Agama Islam 4, no. 1 (2025): 10-12.

Eduprof : Islamic Education Journal

Volume 8 Number 1, March — August 2026 | P-ISSN : 2723-2034 | E-ISSN: 2723-2034
DOI: https://doi.org/10.47453/eduprof.v8il .431



https://journal.ljpi.bbc.ac.id/eduprof/article/view/431
https://doi.org/10.47453/eduprof.v8i1.446

203 | The Integration of Digital Technology in Islamic Education: Enhancing Learning Outcomes and Preserving
Religious Values (201-209)
Auvailable at: https://journal.ljpi.bbc.ac.id/eduprof/article/view/43 1

historical values in virtual societies.!® Isti’ana (2024) highlighted the role of digital tools in
improving instructional efficiency in Islamic subjects.!!

However, a significant gap remains in the literature. Much of the existing research focuses
either on the technical efficiency of e-learning or the philosophical risks of modernization.!? There
is a lack of empirical evidence regarding how digital technologies can simultaneously enhance
learning outcomes and preserve religious integrity.!® This study seeks to address this gap by
exploring practical strategies used by educators to bridge this divide, with a focus on "Islamic
Digital Citizenship" as a mediator between innovation and tradition.

The internet, while rich in knowledge, also contains content that conflicts with Islamic
teachings. Therefore, the successful integration of digital technology requires robust frameworks
for supervision and ethical design. The role of the teacher is crucial; in Islamic education, teachers
are not just knowledge transmitters but murabbi (spiritual guides) and role models.'* The digital
era challenges them to master new tools while maintaining the personal interactions that nurture
spiritual growth. Furthermore, issues of equity and digital literacy must be addressed, as access to
technology is linked to the Islamic principle of justice (‘adl).

METHODS
This study employed a qualitative research design to explore the integration of digital
technology in Islamic education, focusing on its impact on learning outcomes and the
preservation of religious values. A qualitative approach was chosen for its ability to provide deep
insights into participants' experiences, perceptions, and practices in real-life educational settings
(Creswell, 2013).'5 Data were collected through three methods: semi-structured interviews,
classroom observations, and document analysis.
1. Semi-structured Interviews: Designed to elicit participants' perspectives on technological
adoption and "spiritual mediation."
2. Classroom Observations: Focused on student engagement and the integration of moral values
during digital lessons.
3. Document Analysis: Included institutional policies, lesson plans, and digital curriculum
frameworks to assess the formal alignment of technology with Islamic values.

19 Nur Shalehah, “Transformasi Pendidikan Islam di Era Digital: Rekonstruksi Nilai-Nilai Historis dalam Masyarakat
Virtual,” Ihsan: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 6, no. 2 (2025): 145-148.

' Siti Isti’ana, “Islamic Religious Education Learning Strategies in the Digital Era: Utilization of Social Media and
E-Learning,” Educationist: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 5, no. 1 (2024): 55-58.

12 Look Ahmad Rahman, “Evaluating the Technical Efficiency of Islamic E-Learning Platforms,” Journal of Islamic
Educational Technology 5, no. 2 (2023): 101-104; dan Nurul Hidayah, “Modernization and the Erosion of Religious
Values in Muslim Education,” Islamic Education Review 12, no. 1 (2022): 33-36.

13 Compare with Fadli Hasan, “Digital Citizenship in Islamic Education: Between Innovation and Moral
Responsibility,” Journal of Muslim Youth and Media 3, no. 1 (2024): 55-59.

14 Saiful Anwar, “Repositioning the Teacher as Murabbi in the Age of Online Learning,” Tarbiyah: Journal of Islamic
Pedagogy 10, no. 2 (2022): 77-81.

15 John W. Creswell, Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches, 3rd ed. (Thousand
Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2013), 47-48.
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Participants were selected through purposive sampling to ensure a diverse range of
information-rich cases (Patton, 2015).!6 Data were analyzed using thematic analysis based on
Miles, Huberman, and Saldafia’s (2014)!7 framework, involving three stages: data condensation
(coding), data display, and conclusion drawing/verification. The study employed triangulation
by comparing data from interviews, observations, and documents to enhance credibility. Ethical
considerations were adhered to through informed consent and the anonymization of all
participants.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Enhancing Student Engagement through Digital Platforms

The integration of digital platforms into Islamic education has had a profound impact on
student engagement. Traditional methods of Islamic education, such as face-to-face lectures and
rote memorization (tahfiz), often failed to captivate the interest of students, especially digital
natives who are accustomed to interactive media.'® The use of digital tools introduced a significant
shift in student participation.'®

In classrooms where gamification tools, such as Kahoot, were used, student participation
rates increased dramatically. Teachers reported that students who were previously passive in
traditional settings became more active during gamified sessions. Specifically, students showed
an 85% participation rate during Arabic grammar lessons when digital quizzes were incorporated.
This was especially notable because Arabic grammar is often perceived as a difficult subject to
grasp, but the immediate feedback provided by these tools helped improve comprehension and
retention.

Similarly, multimedia tools used in figh (Islamic jurisprudence) lessons contributed to an
78% participation rate, which was higher than in traditional methods. The multimedia simulations
allowed students to visualize complex rituals, such as prayer and fasting, which are difficult to
comprehend through text alone. This visual approach not only enhanced comprehension but also
reinforced the spiritual practice of these rituals.

Table 2. Enhancing Student Engagement through Digital Platforms

Impact on

Comprehension

High (Immediate

85% Feedback &
Retention)

Learning Subject Digital Tool Used Participation Rate

Gamified  Quizzes

Arabic Grammar (e.g., Kahoot)

16 Michael Quinn Patton, Qualitative Research & Evaluation Methods: Integrating Theory and Practice, 4th ed.
(Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2015), 264—-265.

17 Matthew B. Miles, A. Michael Huberman, and Johnny Saldafa, Qualitative Data Analysis: A Methods Sourcebook,
3rd ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2014), 31-33.

18 Ahmad Fauzi, “Interactive Media in Islamic Education: Enhancing Engagement amid Infrastructure Challenges at
Muhammadiyah 12 Senior High School Jakarta,” Asatiza: Journal of Islamic Education 7, no. 1 (2025): 45-48.

19 Rina Sari, “The Use of Digital Learning Platform as Communication Media for Islamic Education,” Didaktika
Religia 12, no. 1 (2024): 60-62.
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. Multimedia High (Visualization
Figh 0

' Simulations 78% of Ritual Procedures)
Very High (Precise

Tajwid Correction)

Qur’anic Recitation = Audio-Visual Apps 92%

These findings resonate with the Constructivist thesis, which suggests that learners
actively construct knowledge through interaction. For instance, quiet students, who typically
would not participate in lectures, became 40% more active in gamified settings. This data supports
Isti'ana’s (2024) claim that digital tools act as scaffolding, helping students build knowledge
through interactive and participatory learning.

However, the integration of digital tools does not come without challenges. Despite the
increased engagement, digital distractions remain a significant concern. Many students struggled
to remain focused during lessons due to the temptation of using their devices for non-educational
purposes. Mudiono (2025) highlights this "double-edged sword" effect, where the risk of moral
distraction is a constant challenge in the digital era. To mitigate these distractions, institutions in
this study employed "Closed-Loop Systems," which limit access to non-educational content
during lessons.

Expanding Access to Islamic Knowledge

One of the most significant impacts of digital technology is the expansion of access to
knowledge, effectively democratizing Islamic scholarship. Previously, access to high-quality
Islamic education was geographically limited, especially in rural areas. However, with the advent
of digital tools and online platforms, this barrier has been significantly reduced. Students from
different regions now have equal access to a wealth of Islamic resources, from scholarly databases
to online tafsir and hadith collections.

The study found that there was a 65% increase in students' use of online scholarly
databases compared to traditional library usage. This finding supports the Connectivist theory,
which emphasizes the role of digital networks in distributing knowledge across global platforms.
As students gained access to global knowledge networks, they were able to engage with Islamic
scholarship from different regions, enhancing their learning experience.

However, despite the vast amount of information available online, students expressed
confusion regarding the authenticity of some sources. 60% of the students surveyed admitted that
they had encountered unverified religious claims online, which led to confusion. This highlights
the critical role of educators in ensuring the integrity of the sources students access. Teachers in
this study emphasized their gatekeeping role, where they guided students in distinguishing
credible sources from unreliable ones. This responsibility of the teacher is crucial in maintaining
the authenticity of Islamic education in the digital age.

Preserving Religious and Moral Values in a Digital Environment
The preservation of akhlaq (morality) remains the primary benchmark for success in
integrating digital technology into Islamic education. The findings of this study emphasize that

Eduprof : Islamic Education Journal

Volume 8 Number 1, March — August 2026 | P-ISSN : 2723-2034 | E-ISSN: 2723-2034
DOI: https://doi.org/10.47453/eduprof.v8il .431



https://journal.ljpi.bbc.ac.id/eduprof/article/view/431
https://doi.org/10.47453/eduprof.v8i1.446

206 | The Integration of Digital Technology in Islamic Education: Enhancing Learning Outcomes and Preserving
Religious Values (201-209)
Auvailable at: https://journal.ljpi.bbc.ac.id/eduprof/article/view/43 1

technology is not value-neutral. While digital tools offer numerous advantages in terms of
efficiency and accessibility, they can also expose students to content that conflicts with Islamic
teachings.

To maintain the moral integrity of Islamic education, several strategies were implemented
by the institutions involved in this study. The most successful strategy was the integration of
Islamic Digital Citizenship modules, which focused on ethical internet use and digital
responsibility. Teachers reported that these modules contributed to an 80% success rate in helping
students navigate digital platforms ethically.

Table 2. Strategies for Moral Preservation in Digital Learning

Success Rate (Teacher

P tion Strat Implementation Method
reservation Strategy mplementation Vietho Report)

Curriculum  modules on
Islamic Digital Citizenship  ethical internet use and digital 80%
responsibility.

Use of restricted institutional
Filtered Access servers and "closed-loop" 95%
learning systems.

Pedagogical approach linking
technological use to Adab
(etiquette) and  Amanah
(trust).

Spiritual Mediation 88%

This "Value-Based Pedagogy" acts as a synthesis between modern efficiency and classical
Al-Ghazalian principles. By treating digital literacy as a form of Amanah (trust), students are
taught to navigate the internet with integrity. This supports the study's research position that
"Islamic Digital Citizenship" is the essential mediator in current educational transitions.

The Role of Teachers in Integrating Technology

Teachers are no longer just transmitters of data but have evolved into TPACK-Mediators.
The study reveals that teachers with high technological proficiency coupled with deep religious
knowledge (Islamic-TPACK) achieved 30% higher student satisfaction rates.

Professional development remains a hurdle; 55% of interviewed teachers admitted to being
self-taught in digital tools. This empirical gap suggests that institutional support is the deciding
factor in successful integration. As teachers move from being "Sages on the Stage" to "Spiritual
Guides in the Cloud," the personal teacher-student bond remains the irreplaceable heart of
character building.
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CONCLUSION

This study concludes that the integration of digital technology in Islamic education
enhances learning outcomes while maintaining the preservation of Islamic values when mediated
through a value-based pedagogical framework. The research highlights that digital tools, such as
gamified platforms and multimedia applications, increase student engagement and comprehension.
However, their successful integration relies on the careful balance of innovation and tradition. The
proposed "Islamic Digital Citizenship" model acts as a mediator, ensuring that students' digital
behavior aligns with Islamic ethics and principles. To sustain this integration, educational
institutions should invest in structured professional development for teachers, ensuring that they
remain both technologically proficient and spiritually grounded.

The novelty of this study lies in the integration of "Islamic Digital Citizenship" as a unique
approach to aligning digital tools with Islamic values. Future research should focus on the long-
term impact of artificial intelligence on students’ moral and spiritual development.
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